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Conclusions and recommendations from the sixth Trondheim Conferences on Biodiversity: “Getting the biodiversity targets right – working for sustainable development”

The Trondheim Conferences on Biodiversity have been held since 1993, as a forum for science-policy dialogue. The sixth Trondheim Conference was held on 1 – 5 February 2010 in Trondheim, Norway, and gathered more than 300 participants from 100 countries from governments, UN entities, the scientific community, and other relevant institutions and organizations. 

This conference focused on the need for speeding up implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) by setting new targets for the future. New global biodiversity targets will be set in the second half of 2010. Participants looked at the status for biodiversity and considered how implementation of the convention can be improved. The conference program was developed to include relevant scientific presentations, draw on experiences at different levels, and on input from key meetings related to post 2010 targets.

The conference was hosted by the Norwegian Ministry of the Environment in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and was organized by the Norwegian Directorate for Nature Management.

The two conference chairmen, Peter Schei and Finn Katerås, are responsible for these conclusions and recommendations, which are based on the presentations made at the conference, findings from group discussions, written input and advice from participants. In particular, the ‘friends of the chairs’ provided valuable and constructive input.

The output from the conference will hopefully be a valuable contribution to negotiations on post 2010 biodiversity targets at [ ] SBSTTA14 and [ ] WGRI3 in Nairobi in May 2010. As a general contribution to the International Year of Biodiversity, the conference may also contribute to other relevant audiences congregating in 2010, including the UN General Assembly Special Session on Biodiversity, the UN General Assembly Special Session on the Millennium Development Goals, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), climate change negotiations under the [] (UNFCCC), the Global Environmental Ministers’ Forum, the Food and Agriculture Organization, other multilateral environmental agreements, and biodiversity efforts under G20.

The conference has hopefully provided insight and inspiration, and participants are encouraged to use the conference outputs in communicate and preparations. The chairmen identified 12 major messages and related findings, and below you will find the preliminary wording of these messages.

Main messages from the sixth Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity Trondheim, Norway, 1 – 5 February 2010

· The 2010 target has inspired action, but will not be reached in full

· Biodiversity loss and degradation of ecosystem services have increasingly dangerous consequences for human well-being, even survival for some societies 

· Urgent action is needed to address the loss of biodiversity, especially to avoid tipping points 
· Biodiversity is the natural capital for sustainable development 
· Inaction is more expensive than action 

· Many more economic sectors than we realize depend on biodiversity
· Biodiversity and climate change are inextricably linked 

· Implementation! Implementation! Implementation! 

· Now is the time to scale up our science and knowledge 

· We need to communicate that biodiversity matters

· Substantially more resources are needed 

· Getting the biodiversity targets right 

“I have decided not to be a pessimist on behalf of nature and biological diversity. We can't permit us the decadence it is to be pessimists. Pessimism is merely another word for disclaiming liability, another word for laziness. Midway between pessimism and optimism is what is called hope, and the practical extension of hope is what we call struggle.  Just as the struggle for human rights never ends, the struggle to preserve the biological diversity of the planet will never be over.”

Jostein Gaarder (Norwegian author), Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity, 1 February 2010
