
Biodiversity - the web of life on earth - is essential to the quality of human well-being, and it is a crucial 

element in sustaining the social, economic and spiritual dimension of all Europeans. Yet, biodiversity contin-

ues to decline. Political commitments have been made to stop this trend by 2010. Further steps need to be 

taken to honour this commitment and to translate it into action. 

We the undersigned will take every practical  

opportunity to: 

Support the commitments to halt or significantly reduce the 

current rate of biodiversity loss by 2010, made by: 

European Union Heads of State and Government in the 

Presidency Conclusions adopted at the Göteborg European 

Council, Sweden in 2001;

World Environment Ministers in the Hague Ministerial Dec-

laration of the Conference of Parties to the Convention on 

Biological Diversity in the Netherlands 2002;

World Heads of State in the Plan of Implementation at the 

United Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development 

in Johannesburg, South Africa in 2002;

European Environment Ministers and Heads of Delegation 

of the region of the United Nations Economic Commission 

for Europe in the Declaration of the fifth Ministerial “Environ-

ment for Europe” Conference, in Kyiv, Ukraine 2003.

Encourage European decision makers at all levels, in both the 

public and the private sector, to contribute to these commit-

ments and to

Increase public awareness and participa-

tion for biodiversity conservation, including 

the promotion of exemplary activities towards 

the 2010 biodiversity target; 

Better integrate biodiversity considerations 

into all relevant sectors of public policy and 

economy;

Undertake serious efforts to adapt human activities 

to the needs of natural systems;

Likewise address the loss of biodiversity Europeans 

are causing in other regions of the world;

Support the development of suitable monitor-

ing and indicator tools to assess the state of 

biodiversity in Europe.
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Commit ourselves to encourage and assist decision mak-

ers and European societies in achieving the 2010 biodiversity 

target, notably through:

Actively promoting Countdown 2010 to focus attention and 

mobilise resources for achieving the 2010 biodiversity target;

Significantly reducing our own impact on biodiversity.

In particular, we will: 

Launch the Finnish Countdown 2010 Initiative at the Confer-

ence on Biodiversity in European Development Cooperation 

to be held in Paris on 19-21 September, which aims at main-

streaming biodiversity into EU development cooperation, 

and inform the EU General Affairs and External Relations 

Council on the outcome and the recommendations of the 

Conference in Autumn 2006. 

Integrate the 2010 biodiversity target to address the press-

ing environmental problems in the complex Peruvian Ama-

zon, through the BIODAMAZ project and prepare the launch 

of a regional initiative in collaboration with the Andean Com-

munity as a concrete response to the 2006 Paris Conference 

on Biodiversity in European Development Cooperation.

Adopt and implement the Second Finnish 

National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 

2006-2016 focusing on the 2010 biodiversity 

target.

Prepare the EU Environment Council Conclu-

sions on the European Commission’s Biodiversity 

Communication: ‘Halting the loss of Biodiversity 

by 2010 – and beyond’, with  a focus on the strategy 

and the EU action plan to 2010 and beyond.

Promote “Youth and biodiversity” (education, communi-

cation and public awareness) during the European 

Platform for Biodiversity Research Strategy meet-

ing in Helsinki in November 2006 and present the 

national education and awareness strategy with a 

focus on biodiversity. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

For the Finnish Ministry of the Environment: 

Minister Jan-Erik Enestam, September 21, 2006

Countdown 2010 Declaration


