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5 YEARS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Italy launches Countdown 2010 initiative
to halt the loss of biodiversity

13 June 2005, Montecatini, Italy (Countdown 2010 Se cretariat) — In a historical pledge,
Italy formally adhered to the Countdown 2010 initiative, today at the Convention on
Biological Diversity Ad Hoc Open Ended Working Group on Protected Areas meeting in
Montecatini.

The goal of Countdown 2010 is that all European governments, at every level, have taken
the necessary action to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010. To this end, the initiative brings
together governments, NGOs, the private sector and citizens in actions to fulfil and to draw
public attention to commitments made to preserve biological diversity.

“Countdown 2010 is a reminder of our duty to future generations and a wake up call to go
beyond rhetoric before it is too late,” said the Italian Minister of the Environment, H. E. Altero
Matteoli. “By becoming a state member of the Countdown, Italy intends to chart the course
for others to follow. Countdown cannot be confined to the environmental fora but needs to
become a priority of the national agenda. Italy will now develop and implement, with all
necessary stakeholders, a roadmap for achieving the 2010 target.”

According to the 2004 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, Europe houses 39 threatened
mammal species, 29 threatened bird species, 14 reptile species, 16 amphibians, 64
freshwater fishes, 174 molluscs, 164 invertebrates and 53 plant species.

Italy provides shelter to a number of these animals and plants. For example, 12 of the 39
threatened mammal species, such as the wolf (Canis lupus) or monk seal (Monachus
monachus), occur within its borders. Fifteen of the 29 threatened bird species, of which the
White-headed duck (Oxyura leucocephala) and the White-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla)
survive on the peninsula, as do the viper (Vipera ursinii) or the Green turtle (Chelonya
mydas) that are part of the 4 (out of 14) nationally threatened species of reptiles.

The continuing loss of species — at rates that are now estimated globally to be 100 to 1000
times natural levels - entails the risk of losing nature’s services that are essential for
humanity, such as food, clean water, fuel, wood and fibre, climate regulation,
pharmaceuticals and control of diseases.

“To make the necessary ecological U-Turn, we need the four wheels representing the
different sectors and interests of society to be turning at the same time and speed,”
explained Sebastian Winkler of the Countdown 2010 Secretariat. “Countdown 2010 is a



crucial force to get the environmental movement under one umbrella, whilst ensuring the
message is taken on board by other sectors. Basically, it aims to make people aware that if
we just sit around and do nothing whilst species decline and go extinct, we will come round
too late, only to find smoggy air and murky water,” warned Winkler.

Under the Countdown banner, a number of schemes will keep biodiversity in the spotlight.
“With such little time left to fulfil our promises, it is essential to press on and carry out
projects in Italy and throughout pan-Europe that will yield tangible results,” said Aldo
Cosentino, Director General of the Nature Protection Directorate of the Italian Ministry for
Environment and Territory, and President of the Italian National Committee of IUCN — The
World Conservation Union. “The Italian Committee of IUCN will help outline a programme of
action and will also be one of the main drivers in ensuring commitments are translated into
concrete achievements,” he added.

At the launch, the Italian Committee for IUCN unveiled its new website www.iucn.it, a tool to
monitor progress and to publicize environmental protection schemes throughout the country.

By abiding to Countdown 2010, Italy promises to encourage and assist decision makers and
society in achieving the 2010 commitments to reduce or halt the loss of biodiversity through
actions that adhere to the principles of the Countdown 2010 process, notably:

Focus public and stakeholder attention on the 2010 biodiversity commitments to
keep biodiversity on the political agenda;

Keep pressure on all stakeholders to achieve the 2010 biodiversity commitments;
Mobilise all stakeholders to contribute to achieving the 2010 biodiversity
commitments;

Develop and implement, with all necessary stakeholders, a roadmap for achieving
the 2010 target.

Examples of Countdown 2010 projects already underway in Italy include the “Map of
Spring”, a tool for monitoring the flowering times of plant species in national parks
throughout the country. Led by Legambiente, Federparchi and Coldiretti, the Map involves
schools, to concentrate the attention of children and teachers on the links between climate
change and its effects on biodiversity.

The Enea project of the Lega Navale Italiana (Italian naval league) also comes under the
Countdown 2010 umbrella. A small fleet of boats will sail on a trip back to Troy from Rome
in the footsteps of the Trojan hero, considered the legendary founder of the Roman
civilization.  Sailors of the League will raise awareness of the Countdown and of
biodiversity's fate in pan-Europe at every one of the stop off points on their route.

Countdown 2010 builds on international agreements such as the ones signed during the
Goteborg European Council in 2001, the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development,
the 2002 Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and the fifth
Ministerial “Environment for Europe” Conference held in 2003.
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