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ORs… OCTs…

What are they ? 

Where are they ?



StatusStatus
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Azores

Madeira

Canary islandsGuadeloupe
Martinique

French Guiana

Réunion



7 Outermost Regions - ORs
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British Antarctic Territory (BAT)

British Indian 
Ocean Territory (BIOT)

Falklands

Aruba

Dutch Antilles

South Georgia
Sandwich Islands

Greenland

St Pierre 
& Miquelon

Mayotte

Terres Australes et 
Antarctiques Françaises
(TAAF)

New Caledonia

Wallis 
& Futuna

French 
Polynesia

Pitcairn

St Helena

Tristan da Cunha
Ascension

Anguilla
Brit. Virgin Islands
Turks & Caïcos
Cayman Islands
Montserrat

20 Overseas Countries & Territories  - OCTs
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OCTsORs







Overseas Countries and Territories: coral reefs

7.13%7.13%20,26020,260OCTs TOTALOCTs TOTAL

0.17%0.17%470470NetherlandsNetherlands including: Dutch Caribbean islandsincluding: Dutch Caribbean islands6060

1.94%1.94%5,5105,510

United KingdomUnited Kingdom including: British Indian Ocean including: British Indian Ocean 
Territory, Territory, AnguillaAnguilla, Bermuda, Cayman Islands, , Bermuda, Cayman Islands, 
Pitcairn, Turks and Caicos Islands, British Virgin Pitcairn, Turks and Caicos Islands, British Virgin 
IslandsIslands

1212

5.02%5.02%14,28014,280
FranceFrance including: including: ClippertonClipperton, , MayotteMayotte, R, Rééunion, union, 
Guadeloupe, Martinique, New Caledonia, Guadeloupe, Martinique, New Caledonia, 
French Polynesia, Wallis and French Polynesia, Wallis and FutunaFutuna IslandsIslands

44

8.81%8.81%25,06025,060Republic of the PhilippinesRepublic of the Philippines33

17.22%17.22%48,96048,960AustraliaAustralia22

17.95%17.95%51,02051,020Republic ofRepublic of IndonesiaIndonesia11

%of %of 
world world 
reefsreefs

Reef AreaReef Area
(km(km ²²))Country and geographical locationsCountry and geographical locations



Many efforts are already being made

• Achieving sustainable exploitation of resources
e.g. Fisheries in South Georgia & the South Sandwich Islands, and around the TAAF



Environment is crucial for ORs and OCTs

• Unique natural richness

• More species than Europe

• Major ecosystems, high level of    
endemism

• Crucial food, security , economy, 
tourism .

Bora Bora, French Polynesia





PapeetePapeete, French Polynesia, with airport at , French Polynesia, with airport at 

present and after sea level present and after sea level --rise of 88 cmrise of 88 cm



�����������������������
�����	�������������������
� ��
�����������������������
�����	�������������������
� ��
�����������������������
�����	�������������������
� ��
�����������������������
�����	�������������������
� ��




A new European partnership



EUEU--OCT relationshipOCT relationship
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OCTs / EC forum
Nuuk, Greenland, 5 - 7 sept 2006



Political Resolution OCT ForumPolitical Resolution OCT Forum
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Biodiversity in European Development Cooperation
Paris, 19 - 21 sept 2006



Biodiversity in European Development Cooperation
Paris, 19 - 21 sept .

Message from Paris
Integrating biodiversity into European development cooperation

Challenge 4 – Recognition of biodiversity in Oversea s Countries and 
Territories

The EU should develop a coherent framework for environment in OCTs to 
promote sustainable management of their important biodiversity areas, and also 
encourage joint efforts with Outermost Regions including adequate funding 
mechanisms.



European CommitmentsEuropean Commitments
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Marine Strategy DirectiveMarine Strategy Directive
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ConclusionConclusion
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